
 
 

 
 

 SITU #2 | DANIEL DE PAULA 
 
 Opening: September 3rd, 7pm 
 
 
Galeria Leme presents the second site-specific commissioned for SITU, curated by Bruno de 
Almeida, giving continuity to a broader research on ways of thinking and discussing the 
production of (urban) space through a dialogue between art, architecture and city. 
 
SITU invites the artist Daniel de Paula to conceive a work that simultaneously relates to the 
gallery’s building as well as to the adjoining public space, and which results from a reflection 
both about the history of the building and the urban context, understood as a wider physical-
social matrix. 
 
Daniel de Paula’s project articulates these different scales in an installation that brings 
together numerous rock core samples resulting from geotechnical surveys, which are 
perforation processes for the exploration and recognition of the subsoil, used in civil 
engineering to get the necessary geological information required for dimensioning and defining 
the type of foundations which will be the basis for a construction. 
 
These core samples are composed by layers of rock that were sedimented over millennia, 



forming a sort of time-line that ranges from the present day to periods prior to human history. 
 
The artist collects samples from drillings carried out for public works of urban mobility on the 
State of São Paulo, such as the Subway and the Rodoanel (Greater São Paulo's Beltway), 
among others. These major axes of displacement are true vectors of urban structuring, 
inducers of an exponential territorial expansion and determining factors for the formation of 
land prices and the arrangements of land use in cities. 
 
By turning the external space of the gallery into a meeting point of these rocky core samples, 
gathered from various parts of São Paulo’s metropolitan region, the artist contrasts the 
geological time of the gradual formation of the earth's crust, to the time of construction and 
expansion of cities. Conjoining two divergent perceptions of soil, one guided by its symbolic 
value and another instituted by the negotiation and exchange value. 
 
 
About SITU: 
SITU invites a number of Latin American artists to, one after the other, take hold of the external 
spaces of Galeria Leme's building, devising temporary and site-specific works, which relate 
both to the building and to the adjoining public space. 
 
The choice of this gallery is motivated, on one hand, by its project – commissioned to the 
Brazilian architect Paulo Mendes da Rocha (Pritzker Prize, 2006) in collaboration with Metro 
Associated Architects – and on the other hand, by its complex history of construction, 
demolition, replication and expansion, which can be taken as a representation, on a small 
scale, of the evolutionary processes of São Paulo and of many other metropolises from the 
geopolitical south.  
 
The curatorial focus falls upon artists whose researches gravitate around architectural and 
urban space issues, as well as other tangential topics. In addition, there is an emphasis on 
Latin American artists, as they have another bodily and intellectual spatial understanding that 
comes from an intense familiarity with the complexity of the public sphere and of the urban and 
social processes which are specific to Latin America. 
 
About the artist: 
Daniel de Paula, 1987, U.S.A. Lives and works in São Paulo and Itapevi, Brazil. 
Solo exhibitions include: Objetos de mobilidade, ações de permanência, White Cube Gallery, 
São Paulo, Brazil (2014); Para estender um corredor, Cité Internationale des Arts Gallery, Paris, 
France (2013); Exhibition program, Centro Cultural São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil (2011), among 
others. 
 
Group exhibitions include: Permanências e destruições, curated by João Paulo Quintella, Oi 
Futuro, Rio de Janeiro, Brasil (2015); La parte que no te pertenece, curated by Paulo Miyada, 
Maisterravalbuena Gallery, Madrid, Spain (2014); Onsite, curated by Mike Nelson, Southend-on-
Sea, England (2014); Open Cube, curated by Adriano Pedrosa, White Cube Mason's Yard Gallery, 
London, England (2013); Processos públicos, Paço das Artes, São Paulo, Brazil (2012), among 
others. 
 
Winner of purchasing prize in the Exhibition Program Centro Cultural São Paulo, Brazil (2011) 
and EDP nas Artes award, Instituto Tomie Ohtake, São Paulo, Brazil (2010). 
 
About the curator: 



Bruno de Almeida, 1987, Brazil. Lives and works in São Paulo, Brazil. 
Graduated from the Faculty of Architecture, University of Oporto, Portugal, and holds a masters 
degree in Architecture from the Accademia di Architettura di Mendrisio, Switzerland. Worked 
as an architect in London, and as a curatorial assistant at the Independent Research Institute, 
Fondazione Archivio del Moderno, Switzerland. 
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